SAVE ATASCADERO 
(FORMERLY OPPOSE WAL-MART) UPDATE

July 3, 2009

Contact us at info@opposewalmart.com or go to 

opposewalmart.com or saveatascadero.com

(Please notify us of email address changes) 

1.
WAL-MART’S SIZE IS INCREASING—see Letter to the Editor

2.
EIR SCOPING OF THE WAL-MART PROJECT BEGINS when WM project is submitted—no show to date:
· City Schedules tentative Dates for “public meetings?”
· How you can insure some accountability in the proposed scoping process.
3. Wal-Mart solar power a no-show in Yucca Valley—see news article
4. New Books with Reference to Wal-Mart

5. SECOND CC READING OF PROPOSED “NO SMOKING” ORDINANCE AT OUR CITY PARKS, JULY 14.  Come and express support for this ordinance that most other cities in the county have on the books.  See Letter to Editor for info.
---
1. WAL-MART’S SIZE IS INCREASING
Letter to the Editor which appeared in the A News, TT and New Times during the month of June 09.

HOW WALMART GROWS!

May 28 (Bloomberg) -- Wal-Mart Stores Inc., the world’s biggest retailer, won preliminary court approval to pay as much as $85 million to settle 30 lawsuits claiming the company didn’t pay employees for all hours worked.  

Meanwhile, under the leadership of the new Atascadero City Council majority, Wal-Mart has received nourishment to grow.  This is no surprise, Councilperson Jerry Clay stated at an Election Forum in October 08, that if you put the original Wal-Mart proposal in front of him (197,000 sf), he would sign it.  It was not enough that the 08 Council authorized staff to process the Wal-Mart/Annex applications at 146,000 sf. which requires zone changes from the General Plan.  At the January 27, Council meeting, Jerry Clay and the majority on the Council asked Wal-Mart to consider going bigger with two additional pads.   

Wal-Mart accepted the challenge and the project continues to sprout from 21.0 acres (remember only 10 acres is allowable for commercial at the Annex under the General Plan) to 26.1 acres.  This is an increase of 24% of the overall size of site disturbance, necessitating a more significant removal of native oak trees.
The 146,000 sf proposal approved by the 08 Council has grown to a 157,000 sf building, an increase of 11,000 sf or +7% in size of the building's footprint.  Additions include a drive-thru pharmacy and a tire and lube department--both to impact local businesses--and the  two added retail pads totally 15,000 sf on the corners of their property currently without restrictions on types of use which could be more drive-thru's.

Some of the Atascadero community took the 08 council and Wal-Mart at its word that their development would max at 146,000 sf in synch with the General Plan.  Now we are told by the City Staff that it could go to 160,000 sf.   This would be equivalent to almost 4 football fields plus over 17 acres for parking.

Keep your eye on the size.  Wal-Mart likes BIG!

Lee Perkins

Atascadero

2.
EIR SCOPING OF THE WAL-MART PROJECT BEGINS

· City Schedules Dates for public meetings

· How you can insure some accountability in the proposed scoping process accountable
The Wal-Mart Project has not yet been submitted to the City.
The EIR processing cannot begin until the project is submitted.  WM continues to lag while City tried to hurry up the EIR process.  The CEQA law is very clear that the City notice the community about required community neighborhood meetings.  The purpose of these meetings is to solicit input city-wide on what the scoping process of the WM proposal—how large, traffic, and environmental affects i.e. what areas should be included and what alternative sized projects should be studied.  

At the last City Council (CC) meeting, we asked for post card notification as the City has done for other meetings of importance.  To date, we do not know how the City will notify its residents.
The CC got into discussion on the content, dates and formats of these required public meetings and so the topic of these public meeting will be on the July 14 CC Agenda.  

At the last CC meeting we asked for TAPED public meetings separate from the regularly scheduled CC Mt. for July and now planned/combined CC/Planning Commission meeting August 11 with EIR discussion on the WM project. 

Attend and speak at this CC meeting and express how important you think taped public meetings are for this gigantic project that will affect our City forever. 
CITY COUNCIL MEETS ONCE DURING JULY AND AUGUST.  JULY MEETING IS TUESDAY, JULY 14 AT 6:00 P. M. IN THE CC CHAMBER

To date, the City is proposing the following meeting schedule:

1st Week in August:
Neighborhood meeting

Open House

Date, time and place have not 
hosted by

Been indicated
 applicant











Wal-Mart











w/City staff

We believe this meeting needs to be a taped public forum vs. an Open House setting where any public comment is heard by all.
August 11


Combined CC/Planning Commission Mt.





6:00 p.m. at the CC Chamber
NOTE:
If the City votes to go ahead with an Open House format, it is expected that they will ask attendees to fill out an input card.  It is important that you document your suggestions and concerns.  Under CEQA, the EIR facilitator must take these comments under consideration in the scoping process.  To insure accountability, please ASK FOR A COPY OF YOUR CARD comments so both you and the City know what is being asked to consider within this EIR scoping process.
3. Wal-Mart solar power a no-show in Yucca Valley




Wal-Mart's solar power no-show
7:01 PM, May 15, 2009
A San Bernardino Superior Court judge on Thursday rebuffed Wal-Mart’s plan for a super center in the desert city of Yucca Valley, partly on the grounds that the giant retailer failed to take measures to reduce its contribution to global warming.

Environmentalists had been pressuring Wal-Mart to install solar panels to provide electricity for its proposed 184,000-square-foot store. But the retailer contended that the estimated 7,000 metric tons per year of planet-heating greenhouse gases that would result from the store’s operation was too insignificant to require such measures under the California Environmental Quality Act. 

Judge Barry Plotkin, relying on contrary evidence from state air quality officials, ruled otherwise on Thursday, in a case that signals a growing legal consensus  that climate change must be considered by businesses and governments promoting new developments.

“California is in the forefront,” said Matthew Vespa, an attorney for the Center for Biological Diversity, an Arizona-based advocacy group, which sued Wal-Mart and Yucca Valley. The center also won a case last year against Desert Hot Springs after the city failed to analyze the greenhouse gas emissions that would result from a golf course and 2,600-home development. 

Activists have had a powerful ally in California Atty. Gen. Jerry Brown, who has won agreements from San Bernardino County, ConocoPhillips, the Port of Los Angeles, the San Diego Airport Authority, and Cilion, a Kern County ethanol plant, to measure or mitigate greenhouse gas emissions.

The efforts to account for the effect of land use on climate change are part of California’s groundbreaking plan, adopted in December, to slash the state’s overall emissions by about 15% by 2020.

Yucca Valley’s proposed super center is designed to replace an existing 120,000-square-foot store. It would include a large grocery area, which Wal-Mart claimed would not affect the city’s four other grocery stores. Judge Plotkin, however, found the retailer’s economic analysis flawed.

The judge also deemed the retailer’s analysis of ozone and dust pollution inadequate.

“We’re disappointed with this ruling,” said Wal-Mart spokeswoman Michelle Bradford. “It delays the opportunity for Yucca Valley residents to enjoy the benefits of cost savings and new opportunities, at a store that is setting new standards for sustainable building.”

Bradford declined to say what those standards were. However, Wal-Mart has waged a public campaign  to promote its sustainability efforts in recent years.

The judge ordered city officials to examine the feasibility of an “environmentally superior ‘green’ Wal-Mart super center alternative.” “Wal-Mart has pilot projects to put solar on a very small fraction of their stores,” Vespa said. “And Wal-Mart has claimed for years their aim is 100% renewable power. But for a project in the California desert, outside Joshua Tree National Park, an ideal location for solar, they bent over backwards to avoid it.”

Yucca Valley town manager Andrew Takata said that city officials were “disappointed” with the court ruling, but that plans for the new store would proceed, either through an appeal or by revising the environmental impact statement.
--Margot Roosevelt
4. RECENT BOOKS WITH REFERENCE TO WAL-MART AND OUR AMERICAN ECONOMY

The Retail Revolution:  How Wal-Mart Created a Brave New World of Business by Nelson Lichtenstein

Breadline USA:  The Hidden Scandal of American Hunger and How to Fix IT by Sasha Abramsky

5. SECOND CC READING OF PROPOSED “NO SMOKING” ORDINANCE AT OUR CITY PARKS, AUGUST 11.  Come and express support for this ordinance that most other cities in the county have on the books.

HEALTHY PARKS FOR CHILDREN

The recent draft ordinance passed unanimously by the Atascadero City Council to prohibit the use of tobacco products on public property, particularly in areas where children and teens congregate, is breath-taking!  This action is a testament to the years of public education by anti-tobacco groups, health care providers, U.S. Surgeon Generals, smoking-cessation programs and others, and class action lawsuits on behalf of the victims of tobacco. It is to the credit of city staff, the Recreation committee and Council members whose awareness to the dangers of first and second-hand smoke set-up these smoke-free environments.

It is an established fact that tobacco use is the single most preventable cause of death and disease in the United States. Tobacco use is estimated to kill 443,000 Americans and cost $193 billion in lost productivity and added health costs every year (LA Times6/29/09). Statistics indicate that smoking is related to 30% of all cancer, 80% of emphysema and 75%of chronic bronchitis.  Tobacco is estimated to have or created when smoked, 60 carcinogens and 4,000 toxic substances.

 More than 43 million Americans, remain addicted to nicotine in tobacco, but   70% of smokers say they wish they could quit and 40% try yearly (LA Times).  Cigarettes (nicotine) are psychoactive, create dependence and lead to compulsive use, produce physiological and psychological distress when abruptly withdrawn and finally, produce a strong tendency to relapse.

It is estimated that 1,100 kids take up smoking a day!

Smoke-free environments work to help smokers and non-smokers alike, reduce the damage of first and second-hand smoke and the likelihood that children will see smoking as “normal behavior.”  The impetus for this ordinance and the likely outcome is to stem the recruitment of new smokers among the youth.

Yet there are those who defend the “rights of smokers.”  Let’s be clear. There is no legislation that provides nor does the constitution give “smokers” any special rights. Those of us who have provided smoking cessation opportunities for our clients know what a difficult journey this is.  We are empathic to those who initially by choice are now addicted and cannot give up this behavior.  Smokers need real empathy and help to quit, and this ordinance provides a smoke-free environment to do just that. 

We encourage all health care providers, anti-tobacco organizations and individuals to speak in support at the second reading at the City Council meeting on August 11, 2009 at 6 pm City Hall. 

Tom Comar, FNP/PA

President of the Central Coast Nurse Practitioner and Physician Assistants

Letter to the Editor, Atascadero News, July 3, 2009 
