July 3rd, 2009

Dear Citizens,
Attached is an Atascadero Alert for the July 14th

City Council meeting. There are important issues on the agenda

so I hope you will read this alert and share it with friends and

neighbors.
Atascadero Alert:
An important agenda item has been added to an already long and important July 14th 2009 Atascadero City Council Meeting, concerning opportunities for public input on the plans for the WalMart Supercenter and Del Rio Annex.

The present schedule, as outlined by City staff, calls for an "open house" sometime in the first week of August, hosted by the applicants (WalMart and the Rottman Group) where the applicants will exhibit their plans for the development and City staff will collect written public comments. As of July 1st, final plans from WalMart have not been submitted to the city.  This is to be followed by a formal meeting on August 11, a joint Council/Planning Commission meeting, during which the Council will decide on the "preferred project” and “alternative projects” that will be the basis of study in the EIR. Also included in this meeting is the scoping process. During the scoping process.



The project as proposed to the City and as it will be considersd in the EIR: 
The EIR process will be presented.

Environmental issues proposed to be studied in the EIR will be identified.

The public and public agencies will identify any additional environmental issues that should be addressed in the EIR.

Among the issues to be discussed concerning this schedule during the July 14th City Council meeting are:

1. Whether the current schedule provides adequate opportunity for public input on:

the proposed project, as presented by the applicants at their open

house, is it acceptable? What is the public looking for?

public expectations, impact concerns and what alternative project

designs are preferable or addresses citizens’ needs (“scoping”)

2. Whether the current schedule provides adequate time for the city council members to:

consider and deliberate on the public’s input and suggestions,

discuss different scenarios for alternative projects and

work with the applicants to incorporate as many project features to

satisfy the community, preventing further delays later in the CEQA

process.

3. Whether there should be a special City Council meeting following the open house, but prior to the August 11 meeting, so that members of the public may speak before the Council on issues raised by the open house presentation.  The WalMart Supercenter and the adjacent Annex commercial development at Del Rio and El Camino Real will play a key role in our future economic vitality and will define our council’s intent to follow the Economic Development strategy (recently adopted) to guide growth which identified the need to include citizen participation at every step in the path to success.

If you still want to learn what other important decisions are on the rest of the agenda, please continue to read on…
The council majority has agendized the repeal of 2 open government ordinances passed by the last council (2006-2008).

The first clarifies the roles of elected officials in city government and

prevents “backroom deals” and undue pressure by council or planning

commissioners on staff to alter project guidelines when meeting with

applicants. It clearly defines the role of the council to work through the city

manager at all times and not direct individual employees.

The second is the voluntary campaign finance reform ordinance to limit city council campaigns to $12,000 per candidate. Raising funds is a daunting barrier for many potential candidates. Without the burden of competing against the potentially larger budgets of incumbents or other well-financed candidates it was hoped more citizens would be interested in serving on the city council. The second ordinance was adopted after many months of work by the “Building Public Trust” committee and several public hearings.
The rest of the agenda includes:

1. Update on the Printery

2. Progress on Council goals

3. Zone change request on the West Front project

4. Reorganization of tourism promotion for the downtown

5. Requested updates to the council norms

6. Annual sewer rate approval

It’s a long agenda with critical need for public input. I hope many of you will

decide to attend this meeting with the intention of speaking to your elected

leaders on which direction to take. Please E-mail council members, if you can’t attend personally.

Thank you for reading these alerts!

Sincerely,

Ellen Beraud

